
TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

Rotary Small Meeting Room, First Floor 

Alternative Location- Planning Office, Second Floor 

Municipal Office Building 

77 Main Street, Middlebury 

  

Tuesday, DECEMBER 17, 2019 

12:00 – 1:30 PM  

 

MINUTES 

 

Commission Members present: Jeff Howarth, Andrew L’Roe, Kemi Fuentes-George, Amy 

Sheldon, Monica Przyperhart, Molly Anderson 

Unable to Attend: Judy Wiger-Grohs 

 

I.    Call to Order-12:05pm 

                                                                                     

II.        Approval of minutes 

November 2019- A. Sheldon motioned, K. Fuentes-George seconded, Minutes approved 

unanimously. 

 

III.       Commission member updates 

A. Wetlands Reclassification- Steering Committee for reclassification met and received 

presentation from Middlebury College Geography student about different alternatives for 

reclassification and the total area/number of parcels that would be affected. A. L’Roe will send 

document with wetland criteria information for portions of Otter Creek wetlands within 

Middlebury. At January meeting, Steering Committee will meet again and decide whether to 

proceed with reclassification effort or hand off existing data gathered to a third party to take the 

lead (e.g. the State, TNC, VNRC, etc.) 

 

B. College Solar Farm- the Middlebury Selectboard is meeting this evening and is likely to 

approve the Encore/Middlebury College 5MW Solar Project [they did approve, 5-2]. The project 

has already received approval from the Planning Commission, so it is likely to move ahead to the 

state Public Utilities Commission for approval. There was some frustration with the process of 

selecting and proposing the site: to some it felt as though the College made the decision on 

purely financial criteria and only consulted wider community after they had decided. The 

Commission agreed that it would be good to work with the College and Town Energy 

Committee as a town-wide enhanced energy plan is put together- however the Conservation Plan 

is our first priority and should feed in to the energy plan rather than be focused on its 

requirements. 

 

C. Story maps of College Lands- student projects are done and have been turned in for the 

end of this semester. J. Howarth will have a student working with him next semester to compile 

the projects and remove duplication. Another student is interested in doing a thesis this spring 

about the trajectory of Middlebury development. These projects could feed into the Conservation 

Plan. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/160UUgXnGdo1yFD5UDfpwtsz6D-RtnmTv/view?usp=sharing


 

 

 

 

IV.       Discussion 

 

A. Town Energy Plan 

 

 PUC/Act 248 (Town Plan Energy Element) Approval process (background)-  

A. L’Roe presented information on the Public Utilities Commission approval 

process- if town has an approved Enhanced Energy Plan the existing land use 

conservation and siting requirements are given “Substantial Deference” by the 

Public Utilities Commission 

Middlebury Energy Committee has started work on some portion of Energy Plan 

A. L’Roe will follow up with J. Murray and the Energy Committee to find out 

about current progress on the Enhanced Energy Plan- Commission will 

collaborate to help determine town “Preferred Areas” for future energy 

production 

Commission generally agreed that the a town-wide Conservation Plan is our first 

priority and should feed into the energy plan rather than be focused on its 

requirements. 

 

B. Conservation Plan 

 

 Purpose (what should a conservation plan do?): General discussion that plan should: 

o Identify priorities for town acquisition or recommendation to other NGOs 

(MALT, VLT, etc.) to acquire 

o Make it possible for town officials to quickly analyze sites and proposals for 

development or other activities 

o Help update conservation zoning, especially of forested areas, to maintain 

connections for people and wildlife 

o Identify land owners and users to approach about land management approaches 

for conservation 

 

 Process (how should the plan be developed?) 

It was generally agreed that the Commission should outline a preliminary table of contents and 

begin approaching a topic at each meeting- first brainstormed Contents may include: 

Commission began outlining an series of topics to include: 

 Soils (Prime agricultural, hydric) 

 Hydrology (wetlands, vernal pools, lakes/ponds, rivers) 

 Rare/Threatened/Endangered species and communities 

 Landcover and Natural Communities (existing/historical Forests, current Agriculture, etc.) 

 Corridors and Wildlife 

 Existing Conserved lands (through ownership, easements, Current Use/UVA, etc.) 

 Other Social Values (e.g. from Community Values Mapping- scenic values, recreation, 

etc.) 

https://publicservice.vermont.gov/sites/dps/files/documents/Pubs_Plans_Reports/Act_174/Standards%20Overview.pdf


 

M. P suggested that the Commission map and show one topic at a time, overlay with how well 

that layer is protected with existing mechanisms, determine remaining areas that aren’t protected 

and determine priorities for future action. In addition, the Commission should present and 

broadcast list of topics and hold an interim presentation as the Conservation Plan progresses to 

keep the public appraised of the process and take/incorporate feedback. 

  

V.        Set Next Agenda & Meeting Date 

Next meeting set for Jan 13th (instead of Martin Luther King Jr. Day) at 4:30pm 

 

Motion to Adjourn: M. Przyperhart motioned, A. Sheldon seconded, Unanimously Approved. 

   
 


